IFP 35 forms complexes with B-ATF, a member of the AP1 family of transcription factors.
Multicellular organisms achieve the spatial and temporal regulation of genes during growth and development through the differential expression of transcription factors that associate in various combinations. In this paper, we report the physical association of B-ATF, a member of the AP1 family of basic leucine zipper transcription factors, with IFP 35, a leucine zipper protein that is translocated to the nucleus following the treatment of cells with interferons and for which no binding partners previously have been described. Our data suggest that the formation of B-ATF:IFP 35 heterodimers is an interferon-inducible event in specialized cell types expressing both proteins and that changes in AP1 mediated gene transcription likely play a role in the response of these cells to interferons.